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What I recommended previously



A slide from my presentation in March 2014





“the underlying problem is often excessive organic
matter just beneath the putting surface. Core aer-
ation, verticutting, and topdressing are the primary
agronomic practices used to manage organic matter,
but they are disliked by most golfers.”

Moeller & Lowe, 2016



“There are many agronomic programs that influence
the playability and health of putting greens, but or-
ganic matter management is arguably the most im-
portant.”

Moeller & Lowe, 2016



“In general, organic matter accumulates when pro-
grams that dilute organic matter are not keeping pace
with organic matter production.”

Moeller & Lowe, 2016



“0.5-1.5 cubic feet per 1,000 square feet every 7-14
days effectively dilutes organic matter throughout the
growing season”

Moeller & Lowe, 2016

That is 0.15 to 0.45 mm of sand every 7 to 14 days. That’s 2,400
to 7,200 kg/ha every 7 to 14 days.



What I recommend now



Recommended approach

Check surface zone total organic material once a year

Then, compare the OM change to:
• annual N rate
• annual sand topdressing amount
• annual aerification impact
• annual clipping volume (if you have it)
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